[A case of an 86-year-old patient treated with thoracoscopic pericardiectomy of recurrent pericardial effusion].
We performed thoracoscopic pericardiectomy to an 86-year-old patient with recurrent pericardial effusion of unknown origin. Etiology of pericardial effusion was established by this procedure. Postoperative course was uneventful. She was discharged within two weeks and has been well 8 months postoperatively. Thoracoscopic surgery is superior to thoracotomy in terms of less invasion and postoperative pain. Thoracoscopic surgery is replacing standard thoracotomy in the management of many thoracic diseases.